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         Tel Aviv 13
th

 of May 2012 

 

Dear  Mr. Robinson, 

 

I have read the attached  article “Helping Lebanon get on its feet” in General Aviation magazine 
– February 2012, mentioning your involvement with Cypriot authorities trying to reduce 

excessive handling charges at Phapos and Larnaka airports. 

 

I would like to strength your arguments and remind you that our situation in Israel is very similar 

to that of the Lebanese AOPA pilots.  

 

Neither we can fly south or north, the only way is westward and Cyprus is vital for GA landings 

on our way to Greece and further to Europe.  

 

Further more, Israeli pilots used to, years ago before the horrendous price increase, to fly 

regularly to Cyprus for IFR training for international flight proficiency as well as for holydays 

and tourism. 

 

The number of  GA flight from Israel  to Cyprus dropped dramatically since the privatization of  

LCPH &  LCLK. 

 

We tried to change the decision of raising the handling charges by approaching Chief of CAA 

and the minster of transportation but without any success. 

 

I think  that the economic argument will be multiplied not only by Lebanese pilot visitors but 

even more by Israeli pilots visitor, if only the charges will drop and be reasonable. 

Moreover, the Israeli handling charges are very similar to those of Greece and make Israeli pilots 

avoid landing and refueling in Cyprus, advising all European visitors flying to Israel to avoid 

Cyprus due to the excessive handling charges. 

 

Cyprus economy only can gain from such a logical step toward general aviation. 

 

Sincerely yours 

 

 

AOPA Israel  

 

Yaron Efrat, Adv. -  President 
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