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3. Stephen Coonts 

 (born July 19, 1946) is an American thriller and suspense novelist. 

Coonts grew up in Buckhannon, West Virginia, a small coal-mining town and 

earned an B.A. degree in political science at West Virginia University in 1968. 

He entered the Navy the following year and flew an A-6 Intruder medium 

attack plane during the Vietnam War, where he served on two combat cruises 

aboard the USS Enterprise (CVN-65). He accumulated 1600 hours in the A-6 

Intruder and earned a number of Navy commendations, including the 

Distinguished Flying Cross. After the war he served as a flight instructor on A-

6 aircraft for two years, then did a tour as an assistant catapult and arresting 

gear officer aboard USS Nimitz (CVN-68). His navigator-bombardier was LTjg 

Stanley W. Bryant who later became a Rear Admiral and deputy commander-

in-chief of the US naval forces in Europe. 

After being honorably discharged from duty as a lieutenant in 1977, Coonts 

pursued a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree at the University of Colorado, graduating 

in 1979. He then worked as an oil and gas lawyer for several companies, 

entertaining his writing interests in his free time. 

He published short stories in a number of publications before writing Flight of 

the Intruder in 1986 (made into a movie in 1991). Intruder, based in part on his 

experiences as a bomber pilot, spent 28 weeks on the New York Times 

bestseller lists in hardcover and launched his career as a novelist. From there 

he continued writing adventure-mysteries using the character from his first 

book, Jake Grafton. He has written several other series and stand-alone 

novels since then, but is most notable for the Grafton books. 

Today Coonts continues to write, having had seventeen New York Times 

bestsellers (out of 20 books), and lives in Las Vegas, Nevada with his wife 

and son. 
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Jake Grafton Series 
Note: The list below represents Stephen Coonts' suggested reading  
1. Flight of the Intruder (1986) - ISBN 0-87021-200-1  
2. The Intruders (1994) - ISBN 0671870602  
3. Final Flight (1986) - ISBN 0-385-24555-6  
4. The Minotaur (1989) - ISBN 0-385-26147-0  
5. Under Siege (1990) - ISBN 0-671-72229-8  
6. The Red Horseman (1993) - ISBN 0-671-74887-4  
7. Cuba (1999) - ISBN 0-312-20521-X  
8. Hong Kong (2000) - ISBN 0-312-25339-7  
9. America (2001) - ISBN 0-312-25341-9  
10. Liberty (2003) - ISBN 0-312-28361-X  
11. The Assassin (2008) - ISBN 0-7528-6869-1  
 
Tommy Carmellini Series 
Note: The list below represents Stephen Coonts' suggested reading 
1. Liars and Thieves (2004) (published as Wages of Sin in UK)  
2. The Traitor (2006) (UK Title Traitor )  
3. The Assassin (2008) - ISBN 0-7528-6869-1  
Note: Tommy Carmellini also appears in the Jake Grafton novels Cuba, Hong Kong, 
America, and Liberty  
 
Saucer Series 
1. Saucer (2002) - ISBN 0-312-28342-3 Softcover  
2. The Conquest (2004) - ISBN 0-312-28342-3 Softcover  
 
Deep Black Series with Jim DeFelice 
1. Deep Black (2003) - ISBN 0-312-98520-7 Paperback  
2. Biowar (2004) - ISBN 0-312-98521-5 Paperback  
3. Dark Zone (2004) - ISBN 0-312-98522-3 Paperback  
4. Payback (2005) - ISBN 0-312-93698-2 Paperback  
5. Jihad (2007) - ISBN 0-312-93699-0 Paperback  
6. Conspiracy (2008) - ISBN 0-312-93700-8 Paperback  
7. Arctic Gold (2009) - ISBN 0-312-94695-3 Paperback  
 
Other Fiction 
1. Fortunes of War (1998) - ISBN 0-312-18583-9  
2. The 17th Day (1999) - ISBN 0-7871-2270-X short story collection  
3. Combat (2001) - ISBN 0312871902  
4. The Garden of Eden (2006) (writing as Eve Adams) - ISBN 0-312-32363-8  
 
Non-Fiction 
1. The Cannibal Queen: A Flight into the Heart of America (1992) - ISBN 0-

671-03849-4  
2. War In The Air: True Accounts (1996) - ISBN 0-671-88190-6  
3. On Glorious Wings: The Best Flying Stories (2003) - ISBN 0-312-87724-2  
4. Victory (2003) - ISBN 0-312-87462-6  
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The Cannibal Queen : A Flight into the Heart of 

America - by Stephen Coonts 

In The Cannibal Queen, Coonts turns his storytelling genius to 

nonfiction with an exultant account of the summer of '91 -- of three 

glorious months spent exploring America from the cockpit of a 1942 

Stearman vintage biplane. Joining the ranks of John Steinbeck and 

Charles Kuralt, Coonts takes us on an extraordinary adventure, 

touching down in all forty-eight of the continental United States, 

from sea to shining sea.  
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4. Ward Taylor:   Roll Back the Sky 
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This book tells the story of the men who flew the first low altitude fire bombing 

missions over Japan during WWII. It is a frank and thrilling record of the fears 

they knew, the hopes they suffered, the comradeship they enjoyed and the 

price they paid for victory in the air. 

Specifically, it tells the story of Captain "Rick" Richardson, a bomber pilot who 

commanded not only the respect of his crew but the love of two women as 

well. Richardson's predicament is profoundly human. His loyalty to his wife in 

America is being undermined by his love for a young nurse on the base island 

of Saipan, while at the same time he has begun to suspect his own courage in 

battle. 

In this novel the author has managed to cut below the surface into the 

psychological implications of combat fatigue, war hysteria and the effect on 

men, island bound, of meeting personable girls. The men that make up the 

complement of Richardson's crew, other men and offices of the Saipan 

bomber base, the successive build up of tension on flights designed to 

pinpoint Japan's war potential in cities combine to make this rivetting reading. 

 

�
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5. Ernest Kellogg Gann 
(October 13, 1910 - December 19, 1991) was an aviator, author, filmmaker, 

sailor, fisherman and conservationist. 

Earning a pilot’s license, he spent his free time aloft until the Great 

Depression ended his career in motion pictures. He took his family to 

California, worked odd jobs at Burbank Airport, and began to write short 

stories, but soon returned to New York, and, in 1938, began to fly the DC-2 

and DC-3 for American Airlines. 

Captain Gann flew for American Airlines and later, when a portion of American 

and other U.S. airlines were absorbed into the U.S. Army Air Corps Air 

Transport Command during World War II, flew DC-3s, DC-4s and C-87s, the 

cargo version of the B-24 bomber. These trips took him across the North 

Atlantic, Africa, South America and India, among others. His travels worldwide 

would become part of his many novels and screenplays in the years to come. 

Gann left American Airlines, when it discontinued its wartime international 

flying. His adventures with Matson Airlines, a new company flying the Pacific 

to Honolulu, spawned ideas that were developed into one of his best works, 

The High and the Mighty.  The High and the Mighty is a 1953 novel by 

Ernest K. Gann based on a real-life trip that he flew as a commercial airline 

pilot for American Airlines from Honolulu, Hawaii to Portland, Oregon.  Matson 

Airlines was a venture of the Matson steamship line, but failed to effectively 

compete with the politically well-connected Pan American. When Matson 

Airlines folded, Gann began to rely on writing as his full-time occupation (with 

the occasional foray into other ventures including commercial fishing). 

Partial list of Gann's books 

� Sky Roads, Thomas Y. Crowell Company 1940 Gann's first book. Non Fiction  
� All American Aircraft 1941 Non Fiction  
� Getting Them Into The Blue 1942 Non Fiction  
� Island in the Sky, Viking, 1944  
� Blaze of Noon, Holt, 1946  
� Benjamin Lawless, Sloane, 1948  
� Fiddler's Green, Sloane, 1950  
� The High and the Mighty, Sloane, 1952  
� Soldier of Fortune, Sloane, 1954  
� Trouble with Lazy Ethel, Sloane, 1957  



���������	��
�������
�
�������	������doc �"

� Twilight for the Gods, Sloane, 1958  
� Fate Is the Hunter, Simon & Schuster, 1961  
� Of Good and Evil, Simon & Schuster, 1963  
� In the Company of Eagles, Simon & Schuster, 1966  
� The Song of the Sirens, Simon & Schuster, 1968  
� The Antagonists, Simon & Schuster, 1971  
� Band of Brothers, Simon & Schuster, 1973  
� Ernest K Gann's Flying Circus, Macmillan, 1974  
� A Hostage to Fortune (autobiography), Knopf, 1978  
� Brain 2000, Doubleday, 1980  
� The Aviator, GK Hall, 1981  
� The Magistrate: A Novel, Arbor House, 1982  
� Gentlemen of Adventure, Arbor House, 1983  
� The Triumph: A Novel, Simon and Schuster, 1986  
� The Bad Angel, Arbor House, 1987  
� The Black Watch: The Men Who Fly America's Secret Spy Planes, Random 

House, 1989  

Gann contributed numerous articles to the aviation magazine flying. In one series he 
described his exotic travels with wife Dodie in their Cessna 310, the Noon Balloon, so 
named because of its typical late departure time. 
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6. Richard Bach 
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A Gift of Wings - by Richard Bach  
Richard Bach describes the marvel of flight so well in his easily-digested shorts about 
airplanes, personal journeys, and philosophy. I almost don't need the book anymore- 
several of the stories are so easily recalled, not for their context of wings and 
propellers and runways, but for the enthusiastic care for freedom and self-
determination that Bach extends to the reader.  

Nothing by Chance - by Richard Bach  
Setting out to explore his beliefs in the environment of a simpler time, Richard Bach 
shares the adventure of one magical summer he spent as an old-fashioned barnstormer 
flying an antique biplane. The journey is another soaring personal adventure of wonder 
and insight from the author of Jonathan Livingston Seagull. HC: Macmillan.  

Biplane - by Richard Bach  
In a sublime journey toward understanding time and space, Richard Bach takes flight 
through American skies in a 1929 biplane. Soaring from New Jersey to California, he 
learns to navigate by following railroads and highways, masters the dangers of 
thunderstorms, and tastes the exhilaration of flying. Biplane describes a magnificent 
personal quest.  

Stranger to the Ground - by Richard Bach  
Called "a classic of the men who sail the upper regions of the earth" (New York 
Times), Stranger to the Ground is the story of a night mission from England to 
southern France through a harrowing storm that carried Bach close to violent death.  
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7. Frederick Forsyth. 

The Shepherd was an illustrated novella published in 1975. It tells of a 
nightmare journey by an RAF pilot while flying home for Christmas in the late 
1950s. His attempts to find a rational explanation for his eventual rescue 
prove as troublesome as his experience. 

The Shepherd is a 1976 novel by Frederick Forsyth. Forsyth created as an 
original work as a Christmas gift to his wife after she request a ghost story be 
written for her. Written on Christmas day, and published near that time a year 
later, the idea came while trying to think of a setting away from the typical 
haunted homes, and seeing planes flying overhead. Many have speculated 
references to preexisting RAF folklore. While Forsyth was a former RAF pilot 
and could have heard and adapted such a story (either with or without the 
intent to do so) no references or anecdotal evidence have been put forward to 
support such claims. 

The Shepherd relates the story of a De Havilland Vampire pilot, going home 
on Christmas Eve 1957, whose aircraft suffers a complete electrical failure en 
route from RAF Celle in northern Germany to RAF Lakenheath in Suffolk. Lost 
in fog and low on fuel, he is met and led (or shepherded) to a disused RAF 
dispersal field by the pilot of a De Havilland Mosquito fighter/bomber of World 
War II vintage, who has apparently been sent up to guide him in. 

His attempts to find a rational explanation for his eventual rescue prove as 
troublesome as his experience. However, some time after he lands at the 
airfield - the fictional RAF Minton - he learns that his saviour was Johnny 
Kavanagh, a wartime RAF pilot who had been stationed at Minton and who 
had guided crippled bombers home; he disappeared over the North Sea in his 
Mosquito on his last mission, on Christmas Eve fourteen years before. 

Beginning in 1979 the story has been broadcast each year on Christmas eve 
on the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) Radio programme "As It 
Happens", read by the late Alan Maitland. 

The son of a furrier, Forsyth was born in Ashford, Kent. He was educated at 
Tonbridge School and later attended the University of Granada in Spain [1]. 
He became one of the youngest pilots in the Royal Air Force, at the age of 19, 
where he served till 1958. Becoming a journalist, he joined Reuters in 1961 
and later the BBC in 1965, where he served as an assistant diplomatic 
correspondent. From July to September 1967, he served as a correspondent 
covering the Nigerian Civil War between the region of Biafra and Nigeria. He 
left the BBC in 1968 after controversy arose over his alleged bias towards the 
Biafran cause and accusations that he falsified segments of his reports. 
Returning to Biafra as a freelance reporter, Forsyth wrote his first book, The 
Biafra Story in 1969. 
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8. Frank Kingston Smith 
A private pilot for many years, Smith also has served as master of ceremonies 

at air shows throughout the USA. He relocated to the Phoenix, Arizona, area 

in the 1990s and has continued to work as a host of such events and 

as a voice-over artist. 

'Weekend Pilot' Now Borne on Better Wings 

Frank Kingston Smith passed away Wednesday morning. He was 84. 

He worked with Naval Intelligence, and was on a PT boat crew in WWII; later 

he became a successful attorney in Philadelphia. He married Marianne Hiller, 

and they had three sons... all pilots. 

Mr. Smith, though, is best-known for a hobby of his that got out of hand: flying. 

He started taking flying lessons in 1955. Two years later, he wrote the first of 

his many aviation books: Weekend Pilot introduced thousands to the pure joy 

of flying, and started many a career. When he moved up to high-performance 

aircraft, he wrote about that, too: Flights of Fancy let thousands more see the 

challenge of faster flying through Frank's eyes, and through his talented 

typewriter. Two years later, his third book, I'd Rather Be Flying, chronicled his 

getting the coveted multi-engine ticket. 

In 1965, Mr. Smith went to Washington, as the elected Executive Director of 

the National Aviation Trades Association (NATA). 

He stayed active in law, and co-founded the Lawyer Pilots Bar Association, in 

1959. In the '60s, he started writing for Flying Magazine; and several years 

later, in the 1970s, he became a regular in the pages of AOPA Pilot. By the 

late 1970s, he was writing for EAA's Sport Aviation. 

ANN talked with Frank Kingston Smith, the son. 

The younger man of the famous name, himself famous in aviation as "One 

FINE Announcer," was doing just that -- announcing -- back on the circuit, 

after just a day to mourn. His schedule, his wife Linda told us, "hasn't given 

him time to grieve." 

Frank was wrung-out, but committed; the show must go on. "I'm OK; I'm at 

NAS Oceana doing a show," he told us during a brief break. That schedule 

won't let up: "Next week, I'll be at Reno." 

Middle brother Doug, a VP of Bombardier Business Aircraft, has a similarly-

trying schedule. "He's in Vero Beach (FL -- the senior Smiths' home) right 

now, but he's about to have to go to England," Frank noted. 
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Frank told us that his Dad didn't want to use the title, 'senior.' 

"'Fearless' said he's be damned if he'd ever use 'senior,' because it 

made him sound old," Frank (junior) said. "I used 'junior' on just one 

job. I dropped the 'junior' when I went to New York, in 1971." The 

confusion that lack of formal differentiation sometimes caused, hasn't 

stopped. Right up to this week, he said, "We still got each other's mail. ...Until 

two days ago, there were just two Frank Kingston Smiths in the country, 

according to the IRS." Frank reflected, his sense of humor bouying a tired 

body: "Now I'll probably get twice the mail from them..." 

Linda added that she sometimes got caught up in the confusion, too. "We [she 

and her husband, the younger Frank] would be at an airshow, and someone 

would always ask Frank to sign a book... one of his father's books." The 

influence of Frank (senior) and his writing was always part of any airshow 

crowd. "'He's the one who got me flying.' We heard that all the time," she said. 

Youngest son Greg, is retired, and himself is a pilot -- with two daughters and 

a grandson. 

�	
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He wrote a historical account of Harold Pitcairn, Legacy of Wings, in 1981; he 

also wrote another historical book that year: Aviation and Pennsylvania. Then, 

in 1982, Random House assembled a compendium of Frank's first three 

books, and issued Weekend Wings. 

A member of AOPA and the Quiet Birdmen, Smith was also a goodwill 

ambassador for Piper during the late 1980s, sharing his enthusiasm with civic 

groups and spellbound children all over the country. In 1997, he received 

aviation journalism's prestigious Max Karant Lifetime Achievement Award 

from the AOPA; and in 1999, he was awarded the Elder Statesman Aviation 

Award from the National Aeronautic Association, "for his significant 

contributions to aviation."  His passing has left a hole in the soul of aviation, 

that will long in healing. 

A private service is planned. 

Note: As a young aviation writer who had read much of what he'd done, Frank 

was an idol of mine. Shortly after meeting the man, he befriended me and 

became a constant source of encouragement, guidance, insight, advice and 

great humor. Frank was an overly generous soul who was innately kind, 
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always fair and talented beyond measure. I will SO miss this man... a true 

giant in accomplishment, but always "one of the guys" in every face to face 

meeting we ever had. Aviation has lost an amazing presence and a powerful 

advocate... and I have lost a valued friend. God bless you, Frank... -- Jim 

Campbell, ANN Editor-In-Chief 
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9. Antoine de Saint Exupéry 
Antoine de Saint Exupéry 

 
Born 29 June 1900, Lyon, France 
Died 31 July 1944 (aged 44). Offshore, south of Marseilles, France 
Occupation Aviator, Writer 
Nationality France 
Writing 
period 1929-1948 (posthumous) 

Genres Autobiography, Belles-Lettres, Children's Literature 
Spouse(s) Consuelo Gómez Carillo de Saint Exupéry, (1931-death) 
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry (pronounced [23twan d4 s23t2gzype22i]) (29 June 1900—
31 July 1944) was a French writer and aviator. He is most famous for his novella The 
Little Prince, and is also well known for his books about aviation adventures, 
including Night Flight and Wind, Sand and Stars. 
He was a successful commercial pilot pre-war, joining the Armée de l'Air (French Air 
Force) on the outbreak of war, flying reconnaissance missions until the armistice with 
Germany. Following a spell writing in the United States, he joined the Free French 
Forces. He went missing on a reconnaissance flight over the Mediterranean in July 
1944. 
Early years��
Antoine Jean-Baptiste Marie Roger de Saint Exupéry was born in Lyon to an old 
family of provincial nobility, the third of five children of Marie de Fonscolombe and 
Viscount Jean de Saint-Exupéry, an insurance broker who died before his son was 
even four. 
After failing his final exams at preparatory school, Saint Exupéry entered the École 
des Beaux-Arts to study architecture. In 1921, he began his military service with the 
2nd Regiment of Chasseurs (light cavalry), and was then sent to Strasbourg for 
training as a pilot. The following year, he obtained his license and was offered 
transfer to the air force. Bowing to the objections of the family of his fiancée—the 
future novelist Louise Leveque de Vilmorin—he instead settled in Paris and took an 
office job. The couple ultimately broke off the engagement, however, and he worked 
at several jobs over the next few years without success. 
By 1926, Saint Exupéry was flying again. He became one of the pioneers of 
international postal flight, in the days when aircraft had few instruments. Later he 
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complained that those who flew the more advanced aircraft had become more like 
accountants than pilots. He worked on the Aéropostale between Toulouse and Dakar. 
Writing career 
Saint Exupéry's first story, "L'Aviateur" ("The Aviator"), was published in the 
magazine Le Navire d'Argent. In 1929, he published his first book, Courrier Sud 
(Southern Mail); his career as aviator was also burgeoning, and that same year he flew 
the Casablanca/Dakar route. Antoine became the director of Cape Juby airfield in Río 
de Oro, Morocco. In 1929, Saint Exupéry moved to Argentina, where he was 
appointed director of the Aeroposta Argentina Company. This period of his life is 
briefly explored in Wings of Courage, an IMAX film by French director Jean-Jacques 
Annaud. 
In 1931, Vol de Nuit (Night Flight) —the first of his major works and winner of the 
Prix Femina—was published and made his name. It covers his experiences with the 
Aéropostale. That same year, at Grasse, Saint Exupéry married Consuelo Suncin (née 
Suncín Sandoval), a widowed Salvadoran writer and artist. It would be a stormy 
union, as Saint Exupéry traveled frequently and indulged in numerous affairs, most 
notably with the Frenchwoman Hélène (Nelly) de Vogüé. De Vogüé became Saint 
Exupéry's literary executrix after his death, and also wrote a Saint Exupéry biography 
under the pseudonym Pierre Chevrier. 
Desert crash 
On 30 December 1935 at 14:45 after a flight of 19 hours and 38 minutes Saint 
Exupéry, along with his navigator, André Prévot, crashed in the Libyan Sahara desert 
en route to Saigon. Their plane was a Caudron C-630 Simoun n°7042 (serial F-
ANRY). The crash site may be the Wadi Natrun. The team was attempting to fly from 
Paris to Saigon faster than any previous aviators, for a prize of 150,000 francs. Both 
survived the landing, but were faced with the prospect of rapid dehydration in the 
Sahara. They had no idea of their location. According to his memoir, Wind, Sand and 
Stars, their sole supplies were grapes, two oranges, and a small ration of wine. What 
Saint Exupéry himself told the press shortly after rescue was that the men only had a 
thermos of sweet coffee, chocolate, and a handful of crackers, enough to sustain them 
for one day. They experienced visual and auditory hallucinations; by day three, they 
were so dehydrated they ceased to sweat. Finally, on day four, a Bedouin on a camel 
discovered them, saving Saint Exupéry and Prévot's lives. Saint Exupéry's fable The 
Little Prince, which begins with a pilot being marooned in the desert, is in part a 
reference to this experience. 
American sojourn and The Little Prince 
Saint Exupéry continued to write and fly until the beginning of World War II. During 
the war, he initially flew a Bloch MB.170 with the GR II/33 reconnaissance squadron 
of the Armée de l'Air. After France's 1940 armistice with Germany, he traveled to the 
United States. The Saint Exupérys lived in a penthouse apartment at 240 Central Park 
South in New York City and a rented mansion in Asharoken on Long Island's north 
shore between January 1941 and April 1943, and also in Quebec City in Canada for a 
time in 1942.[6][7] He wrote The Little Prince in Asharoken in mid-to-late 1942; the 
manuscript was completed by October.  
Disappearance in flight 
Following his nearly twenty-five months in North America, Saint Exupéry returned to 
Europe to fly with the Free French Forces and fight with the Allies in a 
Mediterranean-based squadron. Then 43, he was older than most men assigned such 
duties; he also suffered pain, due to his many fractures. He was assigned with a 
number of other pilots to P-38 Lightnings, which an officer described as "war-weary, 
non-airworthy craft." 
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 Saint Exupéry's final assignment was to collect intelligence on German troop 
movements in and around the Rhone Valley preceding the Allied invasion of southern 
France. On the evening of 31 July 1944, he left from an airbase on Corsica, and was 
never seen again. A woman reported having watched a plane crash around noon of 
August the first near the Bay of Carqueiranne off Toulon. An unidentifiable body 
wearing French colors was found several days later and buried in Carqueiranne that 
September. 
Literary works 
While not precisely autobiographical, much of Saint Exupéry's work is inspired by his 
experiences as a pilot. One exception is The Little Prince, a poetic self-illustrated tale 
in which a pilot stranded in the desert meets a young prince from a tiny asteroid. The 
Little Prince is a philosophical story, including societal criticism and remarking on the 
strangeness of the adult world. 

� L'Aviateur (1926)  
� Courrier Sud (1929) (translated into English as Southern Mail)  
� Vol de Nuit (1931) (Night Flight)  
� Terre des Hommes (1939) (Wind, Sand and Stars) - Grand Prix du roman de 

l'Académie française  
� Pilote de Guerre (1942) (Flight to Arras)  
� Le Petit Prince (1943) (The Little Prince)  
� Lettre à un Otage (1944) (Letter to a Hostage)  
� Citadelle (1948) (The Wisdom of the Sands), posthumous, ISBN 

9780226733722  
� Lettres de jeunesse (1953), posthumous  
� Carnets (1953), posthumous  
� Lettres à sa mère (1955), posthumous  
� Écrits de guerre (1982), posthumous  
� Manon, danseuse (2007), posthumous  
� Lettres à l'inconnue (2008), posthumous  
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10. Duane Cole 
  1996 

Duane Cole took his 
first flying lesson on 
Christmas Day 1937, 
got his private license 
in 1938, his 
commercial license in 
1939, and his 
instructor rating in 
1940. That was also 
the year he flew his 
first air show. In the 
next 15 years, he 
taught aerobatics to 
Civilian Pilot Training 
Program students, 
Royal Air Force 

Cadets, and United States Army Air Force Cadets.  

With his brothers Marion, Arnold and Lester, he formed the Cole 
Brothers Air Circus.  But, afraid of infringement on the name of the Cole 
Brother Circus, they quickly changed the name to The Cole Brothers 
Airshow.  Due to his friendship with Paul Poberezny, Duane became 
one of twelve members at a meeting held in January 1951 for the 
purpose of organizing a pilots' association. In 1953, that association was 
named the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA).  

Duane's wife Judy became his air show wing rider in 1957. In 1962, 
Duane won the National Aerobatics Championship, and was named to 
the U.S.A. team that competed in Budapest, Hungary for the World 
Championship.  In January 1963, at his Phoenix 100 Air Race, he 
introduced an Indy-type pace plane. He used the same start at the 
Pendleton 100 Air Race for Jack Brown in 1964. That same year, he put 
together and ran the Reno Air Races, using the same start for the 
unlimited race, and won the National Aerobatic Championship once 
again. He served as Director of the Reno Air Races through 1967.  

After 1967, Duane ran an aerobatic school for the next twenty years. He 
was inducted into the State of Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame in 1983 and 
the International Aerobatic Hall of Fame in 1987. In 1996, he was 
inducted into the ICAS Foundation Hall of Fame and was also the 
recipient of the ICAS Sword of Excellence.  

Duane Cole has written nine books, been on nearly 1,500 airports (a 
world record) in 47 states, 10 foreign countries and two U.S. territories. 
He has lectured throughout the country and brags about having 30,000 
hours of flying time, but doesn't know how to turn a radio on!   

Regretfully, Duane Cole passed away in February 2004 at the age of 
83.  His wife, Judy, died in June of the same year. 
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1. Roll Around A Point by Cole Duane Conquest of lines and symmetry by 
Duane Cole (Paperback - 1970) 

2. Roll Around a Point by Duane Cole (Paperback - 1976) 
3. Vagabond Cub by Duane Cole (Hardcover - Jan 1, 1967) 
4. Happy Flying, Safely by Duane Cole (Paperback - 1977) 
5. AIRPORT MEMORIES . . . more than 1400 airports in a Lifetime by Duane 

Cole (Hardcover - Jan 1, 1997) 
6. Airport memories: More than 1400 airports in a lifetime by Duane Cole 

Conquest of Lines and Simmetry by Duane Cole (Paperback - 1970) 
7. Conquest of Lines and Symmetry by Duane Cole (Paperback - Jan 1, 

1970) 
8. Conquest of Lines and Symmetry: Aerobatics by Duane Cole (Paperback - 

Dec 1990) 
9. The Flying Coles by Cole Duane (Paperback - 1974) 
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13.  Sky Fever 
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a. Sky Fever: The Autobiography of Sir Geoffrey De Havilland  

by Sir Geoffrey De Havilland (Author)  

 

b. Sky Fever: And other stories 

(1953) 

A collection of stories by 

Captain W E Johns��
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Confessions of a Pilot - by Gene Seibel  
Read the account of a pilot and his twenty year love affair with flying. Explore 170 
pages of memories, dreams and fears, spanning two decades of adventures in his 
beloved 1958 Piper Tri-Pacer. Whether you are a pilot who may have found yourself 
in this pilot's shoes, an aspiring pilot looking for insight, or someone who simply 
believes the spice of life is going beyond ordinary, everyday, earthbound activities, 
this is a book for you. Author's Website.  

 

Dogs Don't Fly - by David Wilson  
Nevell was not like other dogs. He knew that he was expected to become a farmer 
like his father. However, the little beagle dreamed of finding his own path to 
happiness. He longed for adventure. He had often wondered how the cats could fly 
through the air. He made a decision to do what no dog had ever done. Patch was an 
old tom cat and lived a solitary life. One day Nevell came into his life. He knew the 
place that cats and dogs held in society. However with age and wisdom comes a 
greater understanding of the world. Patch would challenge the belief that "Dogs don't 
fly." This small act would change what the whole world believed to be 
unchangeable. It would prove that anything was possible. Author's Website.  

 

Caravan: Cessna's Swiss Knife With Wings - by J.D. Lewis 
From its colorful history to its innovative yet conventional aircraft systems, this 
chronicle details the entire story of the Cessna Caravan, a single-engine propjet. 
Introduced in 1985, this utility aircraft with a gargantuan engine is a rugged, reliable, 
and versatile plane that is fully explored in this record. Entertaining and 
enlightening, this examination of the plane that operates in more than 70 countries 
and is often referred to as “the flying SUV” contains interesting pilot stories, 
historical anecdotes, and dozens of expert flying tips that cover everything from 
preflight troubleshooting to executing smooth landings.  

 

Jungle Pilot - by Russell Hitt  
In 1956, pilot Nate Saint and four other missionaries were killed in Ecuador by the 
Waodani(Auca) Indians they had come to serve. See how Nate faced and solved the 
many problems unique to jungle flying. Now Nate's gripping story of faithful service 
for Christ is brought up to date through the epilogue written by his son, Steve. This is 
the story on which the movie End of the Spear is based.  

�Gene & Sue's 
Electric Flying Machine 

Aviation Bookstore 
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A Sky of My Own - by Molly Bernheim  
Simple honest words from a lady who started scared of her husband's flying, and 
ended up as an instructor. From the 1950's, when married biochemistry teachers 
didn't hang out at the local airport and fly little planes, comes a book of what it feels 
like to fly. Wonderfully written, you are in the cockpit for spins, solo, exams and 
long flights. The private terror, the open joy. Absorbing reading.  

 

High Calling - by Evelyn Husband  
Evelyn Husband describes how her husband, Rick, commander of the ill-fated space 
shuttle Columbia, grew up longing to be an astronaut; how his dream came true; and 
how it ended with his death in Columbia's explosion in February 2003. But this is at 
its heart a story of Christian faith; as Rick's career developed, he grew from a 
nominal believer into one who would write, in the last day of his journal, "Lord-I 
want to do Your will and I want to be a godly man."  

 

Flight of the Gin Fizz - by Henry Kisor  
The acclaimed author of Zephyr and What's That Pig Outdoors? confronts his 
midlife blues by piloting a small plane across America--an unforgettable voyage of 
self-discovery and high adventure. Fans of Zephyr will find Kisor to be the same, 
good-humored tour guide, and the cast of characters he meets to be as colorful and 
varied as the American landscape over which he travels. 

 

Zero 3 Bravo - by Mariana Gosnell  
With all the exhilaration that comes from being up in the sky alone, with the 
warmth that comes from being on the ground with the people at small airports, 
former Newsweek reporter Mariana Gosnell tells the story of her three-month 
adventure in her single engine tailwheel airplane, Zero Three Bravo. Every takeoff 
is an adventure and every anecdote brings readers closer to falling in love with 
flying.  

 

Flight of Passage - by Rinker Buck  
Writer Rinker Buck looks back more than 30 years to a summer when he and his 
brother, at ages 15 and 17 respectively, became the youngest duo to fly across 
America, from New Jersey to California. Having grown up in an aviation family, 
the two boys bought an old Piper Cub, restored it themselves, and set out on the 
grand journey. Buck is a great storyteller, and once you get airborne with the boys 
you find yourself absorbed in a story of adventure and family drama.  

 

Fire and Air - by Patty Wagstaff  
Wagstaff spent the first 30 years of her life surviving a dysfunctional family, an 
abusive marriage, and the counterculture. She then learned to fly with such 
authority that she won the U.S. National Acrobatic Championship thrice and 
became an acknowledged leading figure in airshow displays and competitive 
acrobatics. She describes her earlier years but then she and the book take to the air, 
delivering a classic flyer's narrative and imparting far more genuinely interesting 
information about modern acrobatic competition, its people and machines, and 
Wagstaff herself.  
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