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My pilot friends,

The State of Israel is very similar to the awiatn various aspects :
both are relatively new, started just about §€ars ago.
both the State of Israel and aviation has dewsl@gnd advanced very rapidly In the last
few decades. Both are heavily rely on technology @reir development is based on a
continuous improvement of modern technology. Batadl and the aviation emerged
from very ancient human dream fostered for thodsanf years. Both are the realization
of a dream that was deemed impossible, but becarae t

Aviation, like our country, experienced wonderfokaks and an amazing progress
together with periods of withdrawal and a reductioractivity. This is especially true for
the general aviation in Israel. Unlike the Isral Force, which always aspired to be at
the edge of the technology and worked to attairhtgkest possible level.

The general aviation in Israel suffered from theagpte phenomenon of ignoring and
even limiting its activity.

In the first years of the State, the idea thavgiled among the Israeli authorities was
that there is no room for general aviation in Igrd&t whoever was not qualified a pilot
in the Israeli Air Force would better not be a pi&d all and that it is not politically
correct to support private pilots when the courstngl the majority of its inhabitants are
struggling for their very existence and livelihoddhis also had quasi-true reasons:

It is a small country. Very small. What for and wéo does one have to fly here? From
Jerusalem to Tel Aviv — less then 30 miles? Thespa@ce here is limited. The Air Force
needs all of it and there is no room for small at@vairplanes that will wander about in
between the wheels of the Air Force. There also wasignificant measure of
Bolshevique concept — that the socialist Statésiael better not support a bunch of
wealthy persons that wants to amuse themselvespnithte airplanes on weekends?

But we, a small group of aviation lovers beg tdatif We already know that no modern,
Western country will be possible without an advahcevil aviation, including general
aviation. In a country that fosters technologiageviority it is vital and natural that there
be a significant general aviation. In a countryt iedoyal to the principles of democracy
and freedom there must be a significant generaltiavi. If we look at the world and
examine the situation of the general aviation ie tiifferent countries, we will
immediately see that wherever personal freedomaisethe general aviation flourishes.
see in the USA, Western Europe, etc.

In countries with a totalitarian regime one willtnfind a private general aviation

Consequently, a developed general aviation is drtbeosigns of personal freedc;cm@ 3
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countries like Afghanistan, Syria, Jordan or Iriams not possible to see a private general
aviation. Another element that is vital for the d®pment of private general aviation is a
free economy and an appropriate technological stfuature.

In Israel, many objective factors gather togetbesuppress the general aviation:

The security situation constitutes a central bargeme times as an objective need and
many times with no need. The authorities in Iseaelafraid of the possibility of an acts
of terror by means of a light airplane. In theighmimare, they see a light airplane
crashing against Tel Aviv towers or the Defense iMig or the Knesset causing a
massive disaster.

The limited air space obligates to set priosit@nd the general aviation in Israel
traditionally is at the bottom of the scale.

Israel has a large and powerful Air Force whecthe master of the air space and holds
absolute sway over it, whereas it cares first dfadbut its own needs and does not
understand nor does it have any interest in makbagn for others, especially not the
general aviation.

But all this did not and will not discourage Mge, AOPA- ISRAEL, think that private
aviation is important and contributes to the soggieransportation, technological
education and the Israeli economy and, therefbreuld be fostered.

In Israel there exist basic conditions that arepsujing general aviation: It has lots of
airports and landing strips, , part of which weawgd by the British during world War Il
as part of the defensive actions taken to welcoi@eneral Rommel . We have
professional, skilled manpower that accumulated eagpce in all the aviation
occupations in the Air Force. We have an exceléamitrol units, mainly military, that
knows how to render air control and supervisiorvises as required. We have many
pilots and flight instructors. We have state-of-tie know-how and technology and we
have a climate that is appropriate most days oféae.

AOPA - ISRAEL has set for itself specific goats promoting the general aviation: To
increase the awareness of the Israeli aviationogitits to the existence of the general
aviation and its needs. This is a first and necgssigp so the decision makers relate to
us appropriately. We chose the way of dialogue wh#m, most prominently the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA).

We have an interest to support the CAA as the so@i@viation authority in Israel, which
functions in accordance with the laws and regutaticelating to civil aviation using the
accepted, worldwide known standards.

In recent years a basic change has occurreldeirattitude of the CAA in Israel. For
years it was weak establishment incapable of dgtbekring an influence upon the ciyil

aviation. Nowadays, we are at the peak of a procesgich the CAA has chang‘é&d&%
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face, has assimilated new, high-quality manpower laas undertaken to promote civil
aviation in Israel, G.A included.

This has taken some time but it seems that thezepeople within the CAA that
understand that their roles include promoting teeegal aviation and that we are not a
nuisance, but, a client to whom services shoulcehdered

In Israel there are approximately 700 civil &nes, the vast majority of which are
general and sports aviation . We want to improve status so that on weekends and
holidays we will be at the top of the scale of gties in everything related to
air space usage ,flight paths, operation of utrotied airfields, etc.

We are working to reduce flight costs, which aseshocking as they can be. On this
regard, for example, the CAA has been receptiveitamals certainly acted remarkably on
this matter . only couple a days ago we saw resuland fuel price went down
significantly and is now the cheapest in Europe !

Nowadays we are partners in discussions anduttatisns in regards to the new
Aviation Law and we are involved in every standaation proceedings being carried out
in Israel in our field. our representatives arefeancing with the relevant person in the
CAA with respect to relevant matters, as wellradiscussions on the new Aviation Bill
and any discussion at the Knesset committees irgehaf approving flight regulations.
We are cooperating with the authorities in the iowement of flight safety and our
members are involved in investigation of flight iments together with the bureau of the
Chief Investigator.

Recently, we have stopped updating the AIP aieb site, as we did during the last 8
years. This is no longer necessary since the Cadifipublishes all the flight regulations,
the Aviation Law , as well as the AIP and all of iipdates in its Website. To have
updated information available to all general aweiatpilots — this is something for which
we struggled and succeeded.

But in a global world it is not desirable to walone, especially in the field of aviation
which is universal. Therefore, we turned to your fiiends and representatives of the
AOPA around the world. We need your help in pughiorwards a variety of issues, the
most important of which we will discuss in thisnwention.

| am very happy to see you all here with us @h Aviv. This strengthens us very much
and lends very important international supportdor positions, which undoubtedly will
help us to continue promoting the general aviaitolsrael.

Part of you came here flying in general aviatinplanes. This is very important to us.
By flying here to Tel Aviv airport you are strengtting the relationship between us and
prove that G.A pilots are pilots and that theyjast as professional and safe as any other
professional pilot.

| thank you very much for coming. | am really ved by seeing in front of me.,

representatives from all over the world, good pérthem are old friends . We wdll é«o’a
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to know the new ones in the course of the convantio

| want to thank our distinguish guests:

Michell Fox , ICAO Chief of Operation

Mikolaj Ratajczyk, Europe commission aviation sgfet
Our Presidant Craig Fuller,

And from Israel- Giyora Romm, head of ICAA
Rafael Harpaz , on behalf of Israel foreign mimist
Moshe Talmor ,on behalf of Israel Airport Authgrit

We have prepared for you an outstanding progvamthe assistance of IAOPA people
John Sheehan at the head of them. Please ackrgewviathan SHARON the manager
of this event that really worked very hard to méksossible

The program combines in-depth discussions on ishadsare important to us with tours

for getting to know Israel and its aviation indystrknow that among all of the activities

you will find time to get to know one another, tenew old acquaintances and to sit
together over a glass of beer at the beach ofuperb city — Tel Aviv.

| hereby declare that the ®8Vorld Assembly of IAOPA is officially open andi
wish that all of you will enjoy this convention agdur visit to Israel.

Thank you!
Yaron Efrat, Advocate
AOPA lIsrael ,president
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