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Page 6 - "The ATSB has never been resourced to undertake investigations into
every accident or incident that occurs. Rather, it is necessary for us to be
strategic, investigating those accidents and incidents that are likely to yield safety

improvements for transport operators and the travelling public."
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Quotes from the 2012-2013 Australian Transport Safety Bureau

Page 6 - The ATSB has never been resourced to undertake investigations into every
accident or incident that occurs. Rather, it is necessary for us to be strategic,
investigating those accidents and incidents that are likely to yield safety improvements
for transport operators and the travelling public.

Page 6-

More than ever we will need to be selective in deciding what matters to investigate in
order to achieve the greatest value and confidence for the travelling public. Under
current and forecast resource limits, a time is approaching when we will have to be
more constrained as to which investigations and activities we can undertake and as to
the extent of those investigations we do undertake. While we will continue to take all
possible steps to mitigate it, the risk that we will miss an important issue increases as
our resources diminish.

Page - 20
AVIATION BROAD HIERARCHY

The ATSB allocates its investigative resources in line with the following broad
hierarchy of operation types:

1 Passenger transport—Ilarge aircraft
2 Passenger transport—small aircraft
regular public transport and charter on small aircraft

humanitarian aerial work (for example, Royal Flying Doctor Service, search
and rescue flights)
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3 Commercial (that is, fare-paying) recreation (for example, joy flights)

4 Aerial work with participating passengers (for example, news reporters,
geological surveys)

5 Flying training

6 Other aerial work

non-passenger carrying work (for example, agriculture, cargo)
private transport or personal business

7 High risk personal recreation/sports aviation/experimental aircraft
operations.

Page — 62

When safety recommendations are issued, they clearly describe the safety
issue of concern but do not provide instructions or opinions on a preferred
corrective action. Like equivalent overseas organisations, the ATSB has no
power to enforce the implementation of its recommendations. It is a matter
for the agency to which an ATSB recommendation is directed to assess the
costs and benefits of any means of addressing a safety issue and act
appropriately

Page 62 —
Safety issues are broadly classified in terms of their level of risk as follows:

Critical safety issue—associated with an intolerable level of risk and generally
leading to the immediate issue of a safety recommendation unless corrective

18
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safety action has already been taken.

Significant safety issue—associated with a risk level regarded as acceptable

only if it is kept as low as reasonably practicable. The ATSB may issue a safety

recommendation or a safety advisory notice if it assesses that further safety
action may be practicable.

Minor safety issue—associated with a broadly acceptable level of risk,
although the ATSB may sometimes issue a safety advisory notice.

19



